The Biblical Principles Seminar
Introduction  
1. The Nature of Conflict
2. The Hope and Impact of the Gospel
3. An Introduction to Biblical Peacemaking
4. 7KH´*·VµRI3HDFHPDNLQJ
a. Glorify God
b. Get the Log Out of Your Eye
c. Gently Restore
d. Go and Be Reconciled
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Why Study Peacemaking?
&RQIOLFWLVDOODURXQGXV,W¶VEHFRPHWKH³DLUZHEUHDWKH´LQRXUVRFLHW\
Our sinful nature willingly co-RSHUDWHVZLWKWKHZRUOG¶VXQVZHUYLQJ
HQFRXUDJHPHQWWR³KDYHLW\RXUZD\´DQGZKHQZHZDQWZKDWZHZDQW
conflict results.
Conflict affects our marriages, families, churches, neighborhoods and
workplaces. It affects Christians and non-Christians alike, bringing us low,
damaging our relationships, and tarnishing our witness to the world.
%XWLWGRHVQ¶WKDYHWREHWKLVZD\7KURXJKWKHJRVSHOZKHUH*RGUHFRQFLOHV
a sinful people to himself, his people are given both a vision and a practical
way to live in peace with one another.
Peacemaking brings the prospect of hope for broken relationships and a
powerful witness to a watching world.

Two Amazing Observations
$VZHGLJLQWR*RG¶V:RUGRQSHDFHPDNLQJWZRDUHDVRI\our life are going to be
touched²RQH³SDVW´DQGRQH³IXWXUH´
1. Past: Many (most?) people are currently in some unreconciled
relationship, and God wants to work with you in that relationship.
Is that uncomfortable for you? For now, try to suspend your disbelief...
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2. )XWXUH:HOD\GRZQDQHZ³FXOWXUDOIRXQGDWLRQ´IRUWKHZD\ZHKDQGOH
all the future disagreements (normal and natural) in our families,
churches and workplaces.
From sinful and destructive to God-glorifying and constructive.

A Note on How We Learn
6WXGLHVVXJJHVW\RXZLOOIRUJHWRIWKLVVHPLQDULQGD\V7KDW¶VGHSUHVVLQJ
Implication: If God is speaking to you and if you believe this is important, take the
next step. We have many study resources for you, your family, your church, or your
business to go deeper.

The Nature of Conflict
³7KH6SDUN´
³7ULJJHUV´:KHUH'RHV&RQIOLFW&RPH)URP"
*RG-given diversity ² Scripture celebrates unity, not uniformity (see 1
Cor. 12)
--Which leads to natural differences in preferences and priorities
7KRVHLQHYLWDEOHPLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJV
--How perfectly do we communicate?
6LQIXODWWLWXGHVDQGGHVLUHVWKDWOHDGWRVLQIXOZRUGVDQGDFWLRQV
--´.LGVEHTXLHW&DQ·W\RXVHH,·PWLUHG"µ
Key Idea:
:HDUHGLIIHUHQWE\GHVLJQ*RG·VGHVLJQ

Pause for Thought
What are some of the common areas of church or family life where
disagreements tend to spring up? Why?
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´7KH*DVROLQHµ
Why Do These Differences Become Conflicts?
7KHSUREOHPLVQ·WWKHGLIIHUHQFHVLW·VZKDWZHGRZLWKWKHGLIIHUHQFHV
´:KDWFDXVHVILJKWVDQGTXDUUHOVDPRQJ\RX"'RQ·WWKH\FRPH
from the desires that battle within you? You want something
EXW\RXGRQ·WJHWLWµ-DPHV

Definitions of an idol:
 Something you want too much (even a good thing)
6RPHWKLQJ\RXZLOOVLQWRREWDLQRUVLQLILW·VGHQLHG
$GHVLUHWKDW·VEHFRPHDGHPDQG

Some idol-revealing questions:
+RZZRXOG\RXUHVSRQGWRGLVDSSRLQWPHQWRUEDUULHUVUHODWHGWRWKLV
area?
+DYH\RXHYHU´VWUHWFKHGµWKHWUXWKLQDUJXLQJIRURUDJDLQVW\RXU
desire?
+RZDUH\RXURSSRQHQWVEHLQJWUHDWHGLQWKLVDUHD"

Pause for Thought: What are You Craving?
1) What are some of the things in your church or family life that can become
idols?

2) Where have these sometimes lead to conflict?
3) Discuss and pray.
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